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About 20 kilometres southwest of Peterborough near the small town of Millbrook, in a sprawling farmyard next to a weathered old barn, there sits a theatre house. But this theatre house is like none you have ever seen before. The sky is its roof, and the wide-open fields its walls. There is no stage to contain the 50 performers in the upcoming play, nor any crowded auditorium to house the more than 6,000 people who will end up seeing the show.

The play in question, Last Green Hill, was co-written by farm owner, playwright, and director Robert Winslow and playwright Dale Hamilton, and will be showing at 4th Line Theatre from July 3 to 26. 

While most plays performed at the outdoor theatre have been local historical and cultural plays, this one can most aptly be described as a “futuristic western,” Winslow says.

The play, set between 50 to 100 years in the future, explores the environmental, social, and economic issues of urban sprawl.

”This is a kind of a dystopic look at the future, of what will happen if technology and economy aren’t integrated with nature,” Winslow says. “In our real world, I would hope that technology will be integrated into being part of the solution. The play is kind of a cautionary tale. If we don’t do that, we could have very opposing groups in society: The people who have access and who are a part of the technology, and the people who aren’t.”
The play takes place in a 24-hour period and depicts the struggle between the powers that be in a sprawling urban centre and a group of off-grid country dwellers who have lived on the same land for generations, Winslow explains.

The opposing groups that the play satires are essentially two ends of the same spectrum, he says:

“The characters are broadly drawn on both sides. There are some voices of moderation in the play; characters who try to work on both sides, but there are others on either side who are kind of polarizing forces.”

Winslow is quick to mention that the play isn’t about demonizing any sector of society, but instead, it pokes fun at the reality of our situation and stresses the importance of integration and cooperation. 

“The ball is also in the court of all concerned people to actually get involved, even though it might be hard to get involved,” he says. “I hope the play opens up some dialogue and thoughts. I don’t think it’s preaching any sort of solution, it’s simply presenting a cautionary tale. I’m sensing society being polarized more and more, but I think there will be movements that combine different sides and different approaches.”

As for the Western theme, Winslow says the genre offers a perfect opportunity to convey his main points.

“In Westerns, you’re quite often looking at a group who doesn’t have power trying to prevent a group that does have power from doing something,” he explains. “I like how Westerns illustrate those high-stakes issues.”


And of course, the outdoor set also works well with the genre.

“I think you’d call it environmental theatre, in the sense that the landscape and outdoor conditions are usually integrated thematically into the work. It’s not just a backdrop: we try to make it a living and breathing part of the experience – the natural background for the play,” Winslow says. “In this play, it works particularly well, because it’s about the value of green space and open space.”

Besides the upcoming play, 4th Line Theatre has only done one other play with an environmental theme, in 1998.

“Our basic mandate is to develop work that promotes Canadian history and culture, and especially regional stories about the community and surrounding communities. Most are based in historical periods,” Winslow says. “We’ve also had plays about the importance of land, and about tribes becoming colonized by the English.”

Many of the past plays at the theatre have dealt with social issues, which are totally in line with the environmental theme of The Last Green Hill, says Winslow, since the environmental issues being addressed are social at the core.

For more information, or to order tickets for the play, visit www.4thlinetheatre.on.ca or call 1-800-814-0055.
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